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To — Miss Sedgwick 
To the care of H. D. Sedgwick, Esq. 
New York, WN. Y. 


Boston 
March 20th, 1826 


My dear Miss Sedgwick 


IT received your phamplet yesterdey. I fear that I have given you 
trouble st a moment when you should have been left to yourself. My consolation 
must be, that I was not selfish. I perceive, that this last No does not please 
you as much as the two first. I have not had time to look st. it, and may be 
obliged to put it into the hands of the publisher before looking’ over it, for 
he has been urgent for it. I would ask you, whether you will not choose to © 
have it sdded to the copies of the two first parts which have been struck off 
for your brother. I presume you will - but as I may obtain an answer from you, 
before this part is through the press, I thought it best to write. [I shall of | 
course have it done, if I do not hear from you in time. The first — has been 
recd with much interest. 


I feel for the new church in Y - I am not Their 
first emotion will yield, I doubt not, to better and brighter views. Perhaps 
the daddest consideration is, that our friends here are so wanting in sympethy 
with their suffering brethren elsewhere. The idea of a common interest hardly 
enters their minds. The evil has some deep causes, which need to be probbed, 

& is not to be removed by complaints or superficial remedies. As far as it 
springs from the absence of party spirit, it shows that we are not worse than 
our neighbours, but rather better. I fear, this is not its only origin. In 
regard to Mr Jannetts choice, my reasons for my leaving him to himself are too 
plain to need explaining. I believe he had no idea of the views which I tock 
of the subject; & in truth, I endeavoured not to think upon it. My interest in 
his decision was greeter then any of you can understend. I should heve suffered 
more than all others together by his going - & yet I desired him to ask only © 
how he could do most good; & I say this, not "in the foolishness of boasting," 
but because I want our N Y friends to know, that they are not wholly abandoned 
by us. I have thought of attempting another journey this spring to your city, 
that I may comfort them in their trial. One difficulty is that I am not accus- 
tomed to preach twice on Sunday so that I could not save them the necessity of 
finding someone else. When I can speak more_confidently about my movements, T 
shell write. How long are you to be in N Y. The return of spring brings with 
it, I think, increasing demands on our gratitude and admiration. I thank God 
more and more for plecing me in this glorious universe, and for every new 
manifestation of that mysterious power which"renews the face of the earth." 
Perhaps I value nature more from its having been one of my defenses against a 
degrading theology. A voice has come from it, which hes put to silence the 
gloomy sophistry of the narrow sets around me. Has it ever served you so 
kindly - my affectionate regards to your brothers & sisters 


W. Ee Channing 


) 
# 
64 Yeren trent 
g 
| 


: 
x 
‘ 
5 


tet 


kh S 4 
— + fe : 


Jie 


* 


& 
> 


— 


. 
‘ 
‘ 
i 
i 
é 
te ¥ 


~ 


- 


| ‘ 
| fos. of WE 4 
| Ler td 
Jo 
te 
it~. & 


¢ | 
2 | 
/ — 
> 
. 
| 
e 
| 


2 
€ 
* 
X 
= 
> 
A 
a 
gd 
‘e » 
. 
‘ a 
‘ it. 
= 
d 
# 
a 
a 
F 
‘ ue 
a 
x 


og a 4 
teh: 
; 
| 
@ 4) / vA. 
/ 
fs 
‘ 
ay 
} 
é 
A 
ret 
> 
i 
‘ 
a 
; 


s§EUS 
(? / | “ Ne | 


| 


| 
| 


"Tah 


aw J | 
q 
| 


i. 


| 


‘ 
| 
a 
| 
ly 
é 
é a 
» 
» 
se 


x 


‘ 


A a 7 
| 
4 
f 4 


~ 


| | 4 
4 
~ 4 S35 
7] 
| moi) 4 
| 
2} q 
/q 
| 


ha? 


| | 


| 
¥ 


fe 


q 
Z j 
; 
¥ 
ll 
—- 
Ps 
‘ 7 
| 
4 
bed 
7 
“ j 
“ 2 
4 


| 
ae 
a 
d 
2 
A 
“A | 4 
7 
4 / 
> 
4 
wast 
ie, 
‘A 
qe 
4 
~ 
; 
ae 


ACe 7 
4 
- 
: 
| 
Mt 


er 
4 
: ‘ 
— 


. 
ty ‘ 
| 
Se. 3 
x 
4 
‘ 
> 
bar 
7 fe 
= 
ey 
; 
» a - 
#4 
be 
\ 


‘ 


+ 
. | 
4 
. 
¢ 
> 
| 
| 
3 
| 
= 
| 
‘ 
| 
a” | 
; 
‘ 
| 


mz 2b £26 


| 
pa orfe te, perf goed Lo 
Y 
| 
4 


* 


4 
< 
> 
i 
eum 


9 
4 
| 
4 
P 


\ 
* 
j 
| 
a 
! 
. 


‘ 
‘ 
st 
. 
‘2 
cu 
+s 
= 
2 
ts 
q 
4 
4 
¥ 
4d 
t 
* 


— 


* 
4 
4 
3 
4 
i 
* 


F 
. 
i 
> 
a 
| ? 
* 
A 
A $ 
f 
i 


i ede 


; 
' Ps 
9 
4 
| 
4 


Ja tere 


3 
| 
‘ 
i 
“of 
| ~ 
P Ce 
| 
: 
t~ 
4 lv oy | SPR 


te | 


a 


¥ 
<j 
“4 
| 
— 
Pe 
i= 
a 
4 


» 


* 


” 


" 
2 ; 
=e 
4 
j 
> 
# f 
| 
y | 
4, 
: | 
| 
|_| 


rc KB. Are gene wok : 


# 


| 
Lf | ve 


“wos 3 


COLAO? 


wey 
pr VA 
glo Ge ye” fer 7 


| 
“Wi @ 


| 

| fer 


oft Y aA , 
| 
od v7 a 
| 
* 4 
| | 


(Fp 


To — Miss C M Sedgwick 
New York 


Rev Mr Gannett 


Boston JanY 11 - 1827 


My dear Miss Sedgwick 


I received last Monday evening your very accepteble letter with the 
manuscripts. You have done your work successfully, & I thank you for it. I | 
hope I did nct task you too severely. Occesfionally the idiom of the original — 
has triumphed over your efforts to escape it -— but generally the translation is 
truly Fnglish. I find on a second -perusal that my objections to the article 


were just. The author seems to me ultra-liberal in his notions of the essential 


identity of religion in all its forms. There is too at times a looseness, I 
had almost said a want of connexion in the thoughts, fine & striking as they 
are, which shows that the writer was satisfied with seizing some great points, 
& did not care to modify his views by compéerison; & to frame an harmonious 
whole. Still I think the article very valuable. I have sent it to the editor 
of the @xaminer, & shall get his opinion as to the best use to be made of it. 


I should wish the whole inserted, were I not apprehensive, as I believe I told 


you, the ultra-liberalism of some of the thoughts might be charged on us by our 
uncharitable opponents. You shall know the result. Do you know that I received 
only two manuscripts from you which did not complete the erticle? 


A part of your letter gave me more pleasure than I can express. You speak 
of having received aid & impulse in your religious course. To have contributed 
to the progress of such a mind is a privilege for which I thank God from the 
heart. MVy life becomes unspeakably more valuable to me, when I can hope that I 
am living for such purposes. I conversed with you the more freely, & fully be- 
cause I felt that you were not only susceptible yourself to the best impressions, 
but hed power to communicate them to others. You recollect I was chiefly desir-— 
ous to turn your mind upon the questions, how or by what views Christianity may 


be rendered more effectual? How a purer, nobler piety may be awakened? How the 
church , not the world only, may be reformed? etc etc - I hope, our conversations 


will sometimes draw your thoughts to these topicks. I had but one fault to find 
with you. You would not accept the invitation, which I thought I gave you, to 
talk to me with a friends or sisters freedom, on these & all subjects. Vou make 
me feel that great imperfection of my social character, my incapacity of inspiring 
confidence, & setting others at ease. I ought not to have said that I found | 
fault with you for this. The fault is all my own, & it is I, not others, who 


need reformation. Do give my affectionate regards to my brothers & sisters. 


Mrs C desires affectionete rememberences 


(signature was removed) 
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To - Miss Sedgwick 
To care of Theodore Sedgwick Esq 
Stockbridge, Mass. 


Rhode Island - hug® 23 - 1827 


My dear Miss Sedgwick 


Did I not expect to be able to fill my sheet with more interesting matters, 
T would begin with t@litng you how long I have been intending to write you. The 
amount would be, that I have been almost cheated of my good purpose by postponing 
it, and that my procrastination has yielded to a new energy of will, of which I 
suppose you understand something by experience, and which, coming from no out-— 
ward influence, seems to furnish an argument in favour of that great doctorine, 
the greatest in morals, I mean that of a self determining power in man. I wanted 
to write you to thank you for your late work. I have read it with great pleasure. 
I will not complain of you for laying out your chief strength on your heroines, 


A woman ought to know womank heart best, and what is more, woman has been so 
wronged, perhaps is still so, that her cause ought to be espoused by the gifted. 


of her own sex. By the way, is it not one befiefit of works of fiction, that 
they assert the rights & dignities of woman - show how importance - what she is 
capable of -— what she is doing in her proper & retired sphere. In general his- 
tory, your S&XXXEtS*Hpacazz sex fill little space, You have produced, to be. 
sure, a few great queens; but I suspect you are none of you very proud of these 
mistresses of nstions, & would not rest your cause on their policy or prowress.. 
Out-door deeds are the province of history, and women's light is in her home, 
IT suspect not a few of our sex learn the power & beauty of the female character 
very much from ire fictitious deliniations - so that you are 
contributing more to the spread of refined feeling & genuine chivalry by your | 
books then you imagine - I was very much gratified by your success in giving it 
once such variety & such moral beauty to your heroines. You have not such nar- 
row idees of perfection as most moralists & theologians, who have an invariable 
mold into which everything good must be cast. Neture is rich & inexhaustible & 
pours out her fine forms with every diversity of hue & outline. And the soul is 
even more rich & various than outward nature, has more of individuality, & 
when truly touched by pure & lofty feeling, "by the fire from heaven," manifests 
itself in new combinations or modifications of thought & emotion, such as the 
ordinary preacher# never dream of, and such as his narrow bigoted mode of es- 
timating character makes him half condemn. I think you have done nobly in this 
way. Your heroines are lofty & beautiful creations, but each with her own style 
of beauty, & all true & founded in nature. You seem to me to have touched the 
thoughts of your father with filial reverence. TI have been delighted with your 
letters in this & your‘ former work , that I have been half tempted to recommend 
to you an epistolary novel. On your plot, I think you have wasted some labour. 
You have rether crowded some parts with incident, & woven too complicated 4 web. 
There must be & greet difficulty in making a good story. Scott almost uniformly 
fails - & I have ceased to look for it. In truth, I care so much for cheracter, 
nature, sentiment, that I care very little about incidents, but as they show 
these. | | 


My paper is ended, I have one subject in which I wish to say more than I 
can. Dr Fogllen is now with me, 4% rumot” has reached us of his being engaged 
to our friend E. L. C. It is only rumour ; but it has troubled me a little, 


° « | 


for though I have a great regard for him, & think him a man of a noble mind, yet 
he is a for er - and although this is no crime, yet it increases the solemn 
hezerd s woman takes in marrying. Too much pains cannot be taken to ascertain the 
history, standing, connexions of such a man in his own country. I cen encourage 
him to preach,for a church, may throw off a minister, but a woman's tie is 
indéssoluble. 


| Please to ennent my affectionate regards to your brother & sisters. I have 
not given up the hope of seeing Stockbridge. Few places have such attractions. 

I shall be glad to hear from you, if you can write freely & with pleasure. Do | 
not think yourself under any obligation to answer, I have so many sins of culssion 
to answer for that I am most lenient, when my letters are unanswered. 


Yrs Affect’ 
We Ee Channing 
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To —- Miss Sedgwick 
care of Theodore Sedgwick Sen 
Stockbridge, Mass. | 


Boston Nov" 8 — 1827 


My dear friend - 


- Our common friend E. L. C., showed me your letter written after the death 
of your sister. I thank God that he has given you such comfort in affliction. 
I had not the pleasure to know your sister, but by the conversation of friends; 
& I received from all, the impression of her character which your letter gave. 
There is something peculiarly interesting in the meek, quiet, silent virtue, 
which, like a still stream in a secluded spot, refreshes & cheers the retired 
walks of life. Such virtue gains in genuiness & simplicity what it loses in 
extent of influence. Human praise neither quickens nor debases it. It comes 
from the soul's own depths, from an inward impulse. Ah, how little do we, who 
live in the world's eye, know the extent to which human opinion influences & 
sustains what are called our virtues. I love to hear of such examples, for 
they teach me, that the goodness which is seen is the least pert of what exists 
in the world, & that the sheltered home nourishes purer & lovelier graces than 
are laid open to the broad sun. Of such a friend you cannot speak as lost. 
Thanks to God, the virtue which streams from Him partakes of the imperishable- 
ness of the Source. The removal of the good is to enlarge our view; & as a 
country becomes more reel to us, into which a beloved friend has taken up her 
residence, so the future world, when it has received our traf » our dearest 
friends, should spread itself out before in more vivid colouring, & become more 
the home of our hearts. 


Your letter to me gave me great pleasure. It afforded me new proof, that 
you could give me something more than respect. There was a genuine tone of trust 
& freedom in it, which must continue. Do write me, when the heart prompts, & 
tell me how & what you feel & be assured you will never be a more welcome corres- 
pondent than when you lay open views & feelings, which you know, will not al- 
together suit my own. TI want that they, who are accustomed to think on the most 
interesting subjects, who went to rise more & more from the mistiness of their 
present conceptions, who truly love one tneener another, should lay open the 
mind. 


I was not aware how important my opinion was on the subject of your book. 
One of the lessons I am slow to learn, is, my power over the happiness of others. 
I thought you not quite satiated but certainly gratified to the full, with the 
general admiration expressed fop your labours, & when I wrote you, it was rather 
to relieve my own mind than in the hope of giving much pleasure to yours. Fare-_ 
well, my dear friend. May the best blessings await wae My affectionate regards 


to my Stockbridge friends. 


Yr sincere friend, 
W. E. Channing 
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‘and beloved Dr. Walker, now gorie ‘to his‘ reat. 
And: without troubling your readers with any 
_ other reminiscences of my own; lét mé you - 


special interest to. myself,, 
Channing to preach the sermon at my ordination | 
“at Providence, R.1., he. was-in‘very delicate 
health. In the.kinitest manner, however, he ex- 
pressed his pleasure st the. request, and ‘said ‘the 


on thatacconnt atone ‘he could’‘not dare to 
promise. Afteria little while he added: Ishould | 
“like to serve you; but what if at the he 
tail, and so embarrass you?’ I replied :. ‘Would. 
you not consent tf, on that contingency, T could 
secure substitute?’ And herejoineds Bat who 
could. you ask? I¢'would be a ‘delicate: matter.’ 
said, ‘but I think I could venture to.ask: 
‘Dr. Walker.’ ‘Dr. Walker!’ he replied, with a 
‘kindling look and characteristic earnestness. I 
could not ask him, ‘butif he would honor me 00 


uncertainty of his health was the only objection; | 


‘he been recorded in the Register of our revered 


much ds'te consent) be only'too giad to 
try.’ Lwent:to' Dri Welker; an@*stated to’ him 


precisely the case @hén‘he said: ‘Oh! but Dr.’ 


Channing will preach; he onght to preach. At: 
“any rate, tell him I shall be only too glad to be 
his honored substitate.’ Is not this litsle incident 
iNustrative at once of the high and’ generous 
‘teem in which each of these distinguished: broth- 
ers in the ministry held the other, and of the. in- 


terest which both took in candidates; for that. 
_ great office, and their ready desire to give them | 
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To - Miss Sedgwick 
of Theodore Sedgwick 
Stockbridge, Mass. 


Boston VYarch 2nd 1829 


My dear Miss Sedewick 


I thank you for your kind letter. It gives me great happiness to find 
that I am not forgotten by friends whom I love. I hope, it is not the in- 
constancy of my own nature, which inclines me to fear, that I have vanished 
from other minds. Have you anything of this fear yourself? If s0, you may 
help me to interpret it. | 


I was gratified to find the just view you take of your brother's case, 
I wish that we would make our minds more familiar with this disease, would 
learn to view it simply as a disease, would talk of it as of any other sick- 
ness, and remove from it the peculiar associations which in darker «ges 
gathered round it. You have given the impression of it which has often oc- 
curred to me, when you call it a dream. ‘nsanity is a long dream, & every 3 
dream is insanity, & when I think how much of every day I spend in this state, 
in forming the same incongruous thoughts and plens which belong to the retrest 
of the insane, I feel that the subjects of this disease are not distinguished 
from us by so peculisr a visitation as most imagined. I am a great dreamer, 


& every morning after the wildest & most extravagant visions my mind returns 


refreshed & invigorated to the views & employments which form my happiness. _ 
The insane are spending a longer night, but the mysterious power of thought & 
will & love is unimpaired. let us trust, it will awake to new energy, *&% joy. 

suppose thet important intellectual * moral purposes are accomplished 


"by the strange combination of thought in droams, that in this way obstinate 


associations of ideas are broken up, *& thxt the mind grows freer by its. 
temporary lawlessness. I feel my insbility to sound these depths of God's 
providence. But that the mind, which is a ray of his own brightness, is most 
dear to him I know, That he watches over it in its cslifpse, I sm sure, 
Nothing can permanently obscure it but mors] evil.- & femdvdé to remove this is 
the great end of physical evil. in these gye>t truths, I rest. so will you, 

I do not hide from myself the possibility of the entherin: of this dark cloud 


over my own mind. But he who protects me in the defensele:sness of » & in 

the shades of midnight, will not forsatve me shoul: this thicker gloom gather 

over me, without Him, of what :veil would © my orightest hours? fnd with him, 

what evil can I feer? | 
I have left myself little room te vour fricnd Sismondi's letter. 

I have no disposition to answer his co, ot. +i. ‘tat the moral spirit of my 

remarks is true, I know, That in cther thin ° wav hove erred is very 

possible, One thing favours Sismondits vie © tne that France 

is now enjoying a grexter deyree of Livertr, “reer i stitutions than we thought 


her capable of, But I have quite Left So: rte coli) me, * Could not 


> 
. 


easily zet an interest enough in the subject to defend myself, I have lately 
been looking over my publications to prepare a new edition. I hope the publick 
care more :bout them, than I do, or the bookseller's profits will be small, 

One reason though not the only one of my not answering a tax on my writings, 
that my mind takes a new star};{ hope, gets forward, & in its interest new 
views cannot bind itself to the old. | 


You, I hear, are at work, go much the better. You know your gift. Do not 
neglect it. Thank God for your power of ministering to the virtue & pure grati- 
fication of your fellow beings, You must guard yourself against the selfish 
solicitudes of authorship, against a morbid sensitiveness to opinion. Do this 


& you will dprive from your moral conflict greater good than the homage of a 


world could bestow, 


affect™® friend 
EB. Channing 


- You will oblige me, by reading my New York sermon & getting your sister 
Mrs. S. at Lenox to read itw & by writing soon whether I have stated any views 
of others inco: tly. “rs. S. can from her education better judge. Before 
republishing it, ; on to make it unexceptionable. 
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| ; (William E. Channing to George Rancroft,) 


Boston, June 8, 1830. 
| My dear Sir,-- I was truly grieved oa yor account oi the 
! | dis couragements of your parish, Your spirit and confidence mugt 
not fail. I think few situations more desirable than that which 
you otier to a young man, and I hope that one worthy of it will 
soon be found, lt is not in my power to visit you at present or 
soon. My colleague Mr. Gannett will give you a Sunday next month, 
I have said what 1 ought to urge my friend, Dr. Tuckerman, to 
spend one or two Sundays with you: but he can preach only half 
a day, and may not feel himself able to meet the expences of 
travelling. Northampton 1s so attractive to travellers, that. 
I should suppose the ministers of this city would visit you, for 
their own sakes in the sumer, if a substitute can be provided 
for them. Mr. Dewey has friends not far from vou, ont I Know 
no one who could serve you more effectually. It would give me 
much pleasure to avail myself of the hospitality which you so 
kindly offer, but Il am obliged to give myseli up to repose during 
the summer, I feel your claims to be strong and will not fail 
to urge them as I have opportunity. 
Very ‘truly 


Your friend, 


wm. E. Channing. 
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Willian Fllory to bics Aikin, never 


Letter 


sent because he considers4 it too severo. 


Autum: - 1821. 

Near hiiss Aikin: 

I vyeceived your letter dated Senvtember 16, a few days agro, | 


but vou sive me so micn to write anout thet I an temnted to ani ; 


early revly. Refore beginning, let me acknowledsc an erro>. 


T wrote vou aoout Sir James Macintosh in a stvle which vou nropa- 


bly thouzht disnaraging. I have sinea read the tyvo volumes ox 


They have piven me sco mech vleasure 


his Historv of Fnglanc., 

and instruction, that I te acknowle%, zo mv obligation 

think the work novle one, and though it vants the 

4 er ~ ang felicity of style to be found in sone other histories, I 

i have read none with equal gratification. He knows the varts of 

4 | history on which to throw the strongest light and in which we have ’ 

An unatrooted sympathy with the human race, and a hign nor- 


al feeling breathes through the work. Hie has exceuted with great 


wisdom the hardest function of an historian - that of judging 


knows the significance of an action in past times ¥ 


past ages. ie 7S g 
and does not meas wre Li by a nodern standarc. carried me 
farther than aly one snirit or forner He is trie 
to the cause of virtue yet candid and generous to tre actors whom ; 4 
no deserides, a thorough vet a friend of all nations, 
: and a staunch friend of liberty, without giving in to any of the : 
Oxtpavagances oF Lidveralisn. 
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It deLiignts ZO see Mah BO conversant as he is with the - 

living world, yet sco familiar with the devarted, attaching hin- 

to she cause of human nature aiid fast his confidence | 

in the progres ss of Preedon and virtue. ren the worle | 

it secns, and not desvair of it: T snoko of his stv th. Tt is 

often very felicitous, out wonder how with his nas of lan- 

guage, ho could ®ranme so many wd onew sent in 

J nay littic attention to stvle, my oF visior 
obliged me to employ some of my young friends as readers of the 


rork. ghey often Lost theiy wav in the Llabvpinths of ea sentence. 


‘Where obs scurity cones from condensation shougnt or information 
| As is sonetin nes the case, I more than excuse it. Sut this excuse 
7 Goes not always apply. JI have tried in vain to get Sir James's 4 
History of Moral Philosophy. Gan you get it for me? In what. 
Eneyclopedia is it? Now Lor yvour le at ter I was vayvticularly 


interested in that nart of if in which vou cesoribe the FEvangel— 


ical ladies as vatronesses of pauperisn rather than of the noor. 


I can easily believe it, and yet the abuse of a good thing mist 
not. lead us to condermm it. I desire nothing more than to encour- eS 
aze free conmunication between the different clas ses or society. 


The rich anc improved shor ld feel themselves debtors to the ooor, 


and be as solicitous to communicate their riinds as their wealth 
‘ . to their depressed fellow creatures. The work is not impracti- 
cable if they will set. about it in the right way. | They mist cA 2 


Visit the poor, not to tutor ane school them, but with a sincere 


sympathy, and what is more with respect. The great evil of 
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poverty is, that 1% maxes the mind abjec:, gives it a feeling of 


depressing inferioritv, turns it from all the noble uses of life. 


The end of visiting the noor, should be to cheer and elevate then 


and hely them to understand themselves, the true nobilitv of their 


nature and the infinite food within their reach. Such views are 
not above then, I spear here from knowledge. I have an inti- 
nate and intelligent friend (dr. Joseon mcekerman? ) whose Lifo 
is devoted to the service of the noor.- is chief refreshnent 


is to converse with me on the greatest trutns relating te God and 


man, ang he is aceustomed to earrv the highest views whieh we have 


considercd to the voor, and he tells me thet his poor understand 


me better than my rich congregation. <A few evenings ago two 


young lacices visited me who devote mich of their time to visiting 


the poor. They go with an angel's love ané much of an angel's 


wisdon, and both bore witness to the readiness with which many 


of that class receive the noblest and most refinea views of reli- 


gion. Had I roon I could give accounts of the effects produced | 
by conversing with the voor on the vatornal iove of God which has 
no respect of persons, and on the greatness of the soul which is 
equally great in all. ‘That the Calvinis s should fail is very 
natural, for thoy want both humility and a Just respect for their. 
fellow creatures. Their spiritual seli’-conceit is a great 
between themselves anc the poor. No sect on the whole ais so ty- 
rannical and overbearing, and this deficicney is most fatal to 
usefuliiess. liv Mivine Teaches wnose wisdon penetrates me more 


and more, has said that to be "ereat in his kingdom" or to be an 


j : 
a 
4 
3 
fi 
4 
{ 
3 
| 
: | 
i 
. 
4 
ue 
4 


effectual vromotor of truth anc virtuc, nothing is so eas 


NUMNLLIty. 


Many have wondered how ea body of Christians Wno start fron 

the doetrine of total denranity be so vantine in thet vir- 

( tue. But it ought not to surprise us, That a servile yeligion 
should become intolerant and is an illustration of 
r the fact that slaves when they get the chance prove the worst ty- ‘ 
4 orants. I beg however to ve just to my evangelical brothers and | 
: sis te ers. § They are far better than their syster woula lead one | 
to supnose., It often epratifies mo to see how the infusion of 
the undisnuted nrincinles oF Shristianitv can swecton the bitter 

waters of Calvinisn, how mich it does to neutralize ovinions whicn : 

7 threaten destruction to the moral nature. TI see disciples of 
. this school whon I love and honor, and this is to re cheering: and 
seriking that cormunt Garis ty ag men nay, it always retains 
| some vitality; the sun sends some rays the thickes st 
I see this: in the history of the middle ages. : christianity Was | 
G then a little nore than a nane, | The New Testanent was a sealed | | 


“pook,. put the peculiar and glorious spirit or Christianity, the 
| | | spirit of humanity, vroke forth fron tne countenance of Jesus as 
; C/ he was seen on the oxusifix and fron the inages .of the Virgin. 
It seemed to find refuge in these emboleris aid by these softened 
‘ferocious anc ‘bloody aze. One word more avout Calvinism, We 
| nave it here in an inproved form. the modern Puritan has indasd 


the family likeness but the featiwes are wearing out. Thus the 


1 oY worshinvers of the past bear witne ss to the nrogress of the world. 
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In the copy of Sir Janes Mackintosh's "Progress of FRthiecal 


Philosovny" found in Dr. Channing's Library, is the following 


which shovs that a lotter similar to the above mst nave been s ent. 


"Wew occurrences could have veen more agreeavle to me, than 


that an Fhnelish writer seconée to none in his are, shoulé have ex- 


pressec a Wis sh for a Cony of this Volume, The Substance of it, 


nad been tho § sd or aditation put it nad execu- 


tod amidst the nurrv of Bus siness and under the Pressure of Fre- 
quent Indisposition. I am sensible that 14 is not un folded, nov 
illustrated nor arranged nor exoressed as it ought to have been. 

I commit it with de €D humility to one wno as He is a great 
Master of Composition, is likely to be an indulgent judge 
A piace on the shelves of Dr. Channing is ohe ‘of the ni ghest hon- 
ors to which this volume could aspire, ‘ 

J. Mackintosh. 


London 82nd Fevruary, 1882. 
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Wm Channing to Thomas W. Ward. | aw 
Thursday evening. 
Feb lst, 1833. 
Dear Sir, 


I send you two packets for New York. The 
one for Alabama I wish you wovld commit to Mr Goodhue, 
should you go no farther than New York, requesting 


him to forward it by some private opportunity. Mr 


Appleton has written me that this packet, if moderate, 


may be forwarded to the care of Mr Clarke, Clerk of 

the House of Representatives, by mails; but I fear it 

is too large and suppose that an opportunity may easily 

be found at N. Y. 
I send you two pamphlets also. That of Jouffroy 

is part of a work which you ssnt for to Mr Rich on my 

account; he sent only this introduction instead of the 

whole work, which is in two volumes. I have since 

sent for the whole, so that you can retain the pamphlet, 

if you wish it. I advise you to keep it and read 


it when you can find leisure. It is a fine specimen 


of the new school of philosophy in France, and showa 


a very great improvement on the philosophical school 
of the last century. 
Wishing you a pleasant journey, I remain — 


Very truly y'r friend 
Wm E. Channing. 
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LETTER FROM DR. CHANNING TO MISS LUCY AIKIN, HAMPSTEAD, 
NEAR LONDON, ENGLAND dated May 30th, 1833 
at NEW YORK 


My dear Miss Aikin. 

I received your letter of Feb. 9, at Philadelphia, 
where I have spent a good part of the spring. As soon as the cold 
relented, so that I could travel, I left Boston, to escape what is 
more pernicious to invalids than the winter cold,I mean the east 
wind, which prevaile during the spring,and brings with it, I supvose 
from the banks of Newfoundland, a piercing q@lity peculiar to itself. 
Something like it, I have been told, is felt in Scotland, but you 
never feel it in England. You would think, were you exposed to it, 
that the particles of the atmosphere were specially sharpened for the 
season. What particularly strikes one is, that whilst the wind seems 
to pierce beneath the skin and make one shrink into the narrowest 
compass,nature is often singularly beautiful, the atmosphere never 
more brilliant, the clouds never more dazzling. I was once describ- 


ing our east wind to a gentleman, who replied, that according to my 


account it resembled a "beautiful shrew". I dreaded the shrewish 


disposition more than I loved the beauty, so took refuge in Philadel- 


phia, one of our most agreeaole cities, which was founded, as you know 


by Penn, and still retains something of a quakerish quiet, amidst great 


opulence. The spring was mild, and I gradullay regained 
strength, so that I now consider myself in usual health. I have not, 
however made trial of my strength and an forbidden by my physician to 
labour, and on the whole I am inclined to give myself the chance of 
longer rest. I thank you for your very,very kind invitation 


to England. You have learned the tone to draw me there. I can 


resist anything more easily than the urging of sincere friendship. 
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If I could satisfy myself that by crossing the ocean I should enjoy 
more advantages for regaining health, I should not hesitate a moment. 
But I have little to encourage me - I have tried all means with no 
permanent effect, and must wait for a new frame, a higher life, to 
give me the joyous consciousness of unfettered vigor. My burden 
I expect to oear - and yet the word burden is not the true one. When 
I make no exertion, I am able to enjoy much, perhaps more than most, 
and could I get rid of the feeling that a great work is to ve done | 
toward which I might contribute something, my lot would seem to be 
among the happiest - excuse my egotism. Your interest in my health 
draws me into tne weakness of an invalid. We will let the subject 
drop. Only answer me one qrestion - what is the expense of a male 
establishment at Hampstead and in Devonshire? I rejoice to learn 
t that the rod is less used in your schools. It encourages one to hope 
that other "venerable remains of the olden time" are to yield to the 
"rash spurt of reform". It seems from your letter, that you are pe= 
ginning to learn that Reform means Revolution. I hope it will not 
be the less welcome for its new name. I must rejoice in it, for I am 
aware that it is part of a noble movement, though I confess I rejoice 
with trembling. The tendency’ of things is to a thorough substantial 
improvement, a real elevation of the mass of the people, and this sup- 
poses that the old distinctions are to give way. To raise the low is 
to draw down the high. All other revolutions are idle, nominal, com- 
pared with this - and this must go on, peacably I hope, out at any 
rate, surely, inevitably. You write about Ireland. Public opin- 


ion here is against your coercive measures. We say, be just before 


Ct you are severe,at least, let justice keep pace with severity. 


the wrong, as fast as you prevent the crimes of that miserable country. 


I give you the general feeling; but here as in other cases, it is easier. 


‘ < 
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to name than to point out a better course. Some good works 


C I covet —- but I envy no man the task of tranquilizing Ireland. Our 


f civil war is blown over, and we had little reason perhaps to apprehend 

. such an evil. I wish I could say the danger of disunion had ceased. 

F - But we have one cause of separation, which you can surely understand. 
Free states and slave holding ones differ too much on social conditions, 
feeling, modes of industry, and perhaps interests, to hold together 

strongly. The South and North (and there are our great distinctions 
now) do not love each other. Our southern brothers,far from feeling 
the dishonorableness of their vocation as task masters to slaves, hold 
us at the north ina degree of contempt. They set up for chivalry, 

etc, and regard us, who are descendants of the puritans, 
as heirs to the vices of the roundheads. That they are altogether 
false in their judgment I dare not say. Your keen eye might detect 


among us some traces of the old puritan Oh that we could get 
rid of slavery. Of all our miseries and curses and reproaches, this 
is the worst. Some favorable changes of minion seem to be taking 
place. Perhaps you are to give us emancivation. Set up an African 
empire in the West Indies, and you will break the chain here. Our 
people are reading with all the zest of spite the travels of the German — 
prince in England. They think he valances our account with Hall, 
Trollope and that band of worthies. I suspect our cowiter to net ts 
only one willing to put you down. England has made herself not a lit- 
tle odious by her haughtiness. She has oeen the merce of Europe, 
given to "justify herself and despise others", and must vay the penalty 
of this vice. One good will grow out of the contemptuous maner in 
€ which England has treated this country - it willgive us a real, subs tan- 


tial independence of the mother country. Resentment is doing what a 


virtuous self respect ought to have done. One of our great faults is 


; 
. 
3 
47 
xe 
x 
* 
4 
rh 
2, 
& 
: ll 


that, with all our vanity and boasting, we have been, and still are, 
prone to a servile imitation of Europe, especially England, and few 
things, I velieve, have obstructed more the elevating tendency of our 
free institutions. Now the eule and abusive style in which your 


travellers have treated us is curing this folly. Capt. Hall 


especially has done us good. The people here were weak enough to 


treat him as a great man - and his book I think, will keep them from 
repeating the errur. I grieve unless that we are to learn independ- | 
ence through our cad passions, and for this as well as other reasons, 
I am not very proud of my country, but in the present low condition 

of the race, we must ove willing that nations and individuals should 
make progress even by methods we disapprove. I think that in my 
last letter I spoke of Bryant 4s being more immersed in politics than 
he really is - I learn that he is true to his first love, literature. 
I can add out a line avout Miss Martineau. I have no great faith in 
some of her doctrines.- but I delight in her stories. The Garvelock 
tales are particularly good. What a noble creature Ella is? To give 
us in a fishing-woman a example of magnanimity and the most touching 
affection, and still keep her in her sphere - to make all the manifes- 
tations of this glorious virtue appropriate to her condition and con- 
sistent with our nature - this seens to me to indicate a very high 
order of mind. And to place Miss M among the first moral teachers as 


well as first authors of our time. Pehaps I may be partial. I feel 


go grateful to her for doing such justice to the poor and to human 


mture, that I am strongly tempted to raise her to the highest rank. 


I shall return in a few days to my home, where I hope soon to hear from 


you. | 
Very sincerely and affect'ly 


Your friend 


(Signed) Wm. E. Channing. 
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If I am more illegible than usval you must charge it to 


a steel pen, to which I have been driven by want of light to mend 


a qill. 
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Wm E. Channing to Thomas W. Ward, 


Newport, R. Te 
duly 3rd, 1834, 


My dear Sir, | 
Should you have leisure before sailing I 

shell be glad to hear from you again. I wish to 
get your last thought of the state of the country. 
I cannot satisfy myself as to the cause of our late 
difficulties, and wish to lay the blame only where 
it is due. 

—- wish you a safe and prosperous voyage and 


I hope you will make some arrangement by which you 


may lighten your responsibilities and cares. - I 


see not how men absorbed in business can accomplish 

the great end of life. That end is to strengthen, 

to extend and keep in invigorating action the princi- 
ples of love to God and to our fellow creatures, Le 
often saddens me to see my friends apparently forgetting 


the only true good of life and the only preparation 


for immortality. | i 


_ I wish I could contribute to your gratification 
abroad but I have not availed myself as I ought of my 
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opportunities for correspondence with enlightened 
people in England. I write to a few friends, but 
probably you already know those among them to whom. 
an introduction is desirable. Do call on me for 
any service I can render you and be assured of the 
gratitude with which your kind offices to ue have 
been received. 
Very sincerely ¥'r friend, 


Wm Channing. 


I know a delightful family in Liverpool, 
Mr Wm Rathbone's, where your daughter, if she 
accompanies you, might find much pleasure, but I 
presume he is among your friends. 
Can you not stop and see me on your way? The 


coach from Boston to Newport passes our farme 
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